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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  FAILSWORTH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1923. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Failsivorth  Urban 
District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  submitting  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1923. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  has  issued  instructions  with  the  object  of 
reducing  the  time  required  by  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  preparing 
their  Annual  Reports,  and  in  the  cost  of  printing  them,  that  reports  of 
a full  and  detailed  character  (known  as  Survey  Reports  ) will  only 
be  required  every  five  years,  and  that  for  other  years  certain 
information  which  does  not  vary  from  year  to  year  should  be 
omitted,  these  Reports  being  known  as  Ordinary  Reports. 

The  Annual  Reports  for  the  years  1919  and  1920  are  regarded  as 
being  the  first  of  the  series  of  Survey  Reports. 

The  following  Report  (with  those  of  1921  and  1922)  is  therefore  an 
Ordinary  Report. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  with  the;  exception 
of  the  figures  relating  to  infantile  mortality,  which  show  an  increase 
of  21  per  1,000  Births  on  the  previous  year. 

There  is  an  appreciable  decrease  in  the  number  of  Infectious  Cases 
for  the  year,  the  numbers  being  254,  against  318  in  preceding  year. 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

It  is  a matter  for  congratulation  that  so  many  improvements  have 
taken  place  during  the  year,  notable  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  opening  of  the  new  Recreation  Ground  in  the;  Higher  Ward,  the 
completion  of  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  under 
the  scheme  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  abolition 
of  a large  number  of  privy  middens.  These  improvements  will,  in 
my  opinion,  react  favourably  on  the  health  of  the  people  in  general. 

Schemes  in  hand  include  the  making  of  the  new  Arterial  Road,  and 
the  provision  of  a new  Recreation  Ground,  both  of  these  being  situate 
in  the  Lower  Ward,  and  expected  to  be  completed  some  time 
during  the  coming  year. 
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A scheme  is  also  under  consideration  for  the  widening  and  re- 
construction of  the  Canal  Bridge  in  Oldham  Road,  with  the  object  of 
making  the  road  safer  for  pedestrian  and  vehicular  traffic. 

Greater  powers  are  required  to  enable  the  Council  to  deal  with 
Tents,  Vans,  and  similar  structures  used  for  human  habitation,  »and  I 
recommend  that  Bye-Laws  be  made  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1885. 

I also  recommend  the  Council  to  adopt  Section  25 'of  the  Public 
Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  so  as  to  strengthen  their  powers 
for  securing  the  improvement  of  insanitary  yards  in  connection  with 
dwelling-houses. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  to  all  the  Sanitary 
Staff  for  their  valuable  assistance  and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the 
department,  and  to  the  unanimous  support  of  the  Health  Committee 
given  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BURROWS  BROWN. 


1 -GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres) 1072 

Population  (1923)  17280 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  3753 

No.  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (1921)  ...»  3955 

Rateable  Value  ,£97186 

Sum  represented  by  a Id.  Rate  .£380 

2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Total.  Male.  Female. 

, /Legitimate  285  ...  157  ...  128 

B,rths  (illegitimate 16  ...  6 ...  10 

Deaths  208  ...  106  ...  102 

No.  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  /from  sepsis — 

consequence  of,  childbirth  (from  other  causes.  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1000  Births  : — 


Legitimate.  Illegitimate.  Total. 

30  ...  2 ...  32 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

,,  Whooping  Cough  ^all  ages) 1 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 4 
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Tuberculosis. 

From  Table  3 it  will  be  seen  that  26  Deaths  have  occurred  from 
Tuberculosis,  15  males  and  11  females,  4 of  these  not  being  notified. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


1 

Cases 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

Impair’d 

Tot  al 
blind- 
ness 

Deaths 

Not  ified 

Treated 

In 

1 lospital 

At 

Home 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

3 

nil. 

3 

3 

nil. 

nil. 

nil. 

4 —CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

The  chief  causes  of  sickness  during  the  past  year  were  Pneumonia 
and  Chicken-pox.  The  former  was  particularly  severe  in  the  earlier 
months  of  the  year,  and  accounted  for  eighteen  deaths. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Small-pox  in  the  country,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  make  Chicken-pox  notifiable  for  three  calendar 
months  from  the  8th  October,  1923,  and  seventy-one  cases  were 
notified  to  the  end  of  the  year.  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  be  able 
to  report  that  whilst  periodical  outbrdaks  of  Small-pox  occurred  in 
many  parts  of  the  country,  not  a single  case  was  notified  in  our 
District. 

5 — SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS,  AND 

OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

% 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.- — In  cases  of  general  sickness  a nurse  of  the  Fails- 
worth  and  New  Moston  Sick  Nursing  Association  is  available,  and  visits 
are  made  upon  the  written  request  of  a medical  practitioner.  No 
arrangement  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority  with  the  Nursing  Asso- 
ciation. 

( b ) For  Infectious  Diseases,  &c. — There  are  no  arrangements  for 
the  supply  of  professional  nurses  in  cases  of  infectious  disease.  Where 
efficient  isolation  can  be  obtained  in  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria, 
the  patient  is  nursed  at  home  by  the  mother  or  some  other  member  of  the 
family.  In  cases  where  such  conditions  do  not  obtain,  the  patients  are 
removed  to  hospital  and  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  County  Authorities  maintain  one  nurse  for  duties  in  connection 
with  their  tuberculosis  scheme. 

Midwives. 

No  midwife  is  employed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 
There  are  five  midwives  on  the  Register,  and  all  are  actually  practising. 
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Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

On  September  12th,  1917,  this  Centre  was  opened  in  the  Free 
Library,  where  a room  was  placed  at  our  disposal  every  Wednesday 
afternoon,  from  2 p.  m.  to  4-45  p.m. 

Each  child  is  weighed  at  every  attendance  and  the  weight  marked 
on  a small  card,  which  the  mother  keeps,  and  also  recorded  in  a register 
kept  at  the  Weltare. 

Dried  milk  and  other  Infants’  foods  are  supplied  at  cost  price  to  the 
mothers,  under  the  directions  and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  Medical  Officer  attends  once  each  fortnight,  and  sees  any  cases 
sent  in  by  the  nurse  or  any  mother  who  desires  to  see  him. 

There  are  no  clinics  or  treatment  centres  in  the  district  for  tuber- 
culosis or  venereal  diseases,  these  being  provided  by  the  County  Authori- 
ties at  Oldham  (lor  tuberculosis  and  venereal  diseases)  and  Manchester 
(for  venereal  diseases). 

HOSPITALS  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

(1)  Tuberculosis.  — The  Lancashire  County  Council  maintain 
various  Sanatoria,  to  which  cases  of  tuberculosis  from  this  district  are 
sent. 

(2)  Maternity. — Occasionally  difficult  maternity  cases  are  treated 
at  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester,  the  Local  Authority  subscribing 
annually  to  this  Institution. 

(3)  Children. — The  various  Manchester  Hospitals  are  utilised  by 
parents  in  this  district  for  treatment  of  children,  these  hospitals  being 
also  supported  by  the  subscriptions  of  the  Local  Authority. 

(4)  Fever. — Accommodation  provided  at  Westhulme  Hospital, 
Oldham,  by  agreement  with  the  Oldham  Corporation. 

(5)  Smallpox. — Two  beds  are  retained  at  the  Racefield  Hospital, 
Chadderton,  belonging  to  the  Chadderton,  Royton,  and  Crompton  Joint 
Hospital  Board. 

There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegiti- 
mate infants,  and  homeless  children  in  the  district. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases. — All  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  excepting 
smallpox,  are  removed  by  the  Oldham  Corporation.  Smallpox  cases  are 
taken  to  hospital  by  the  ambulance  belonging  to  the  Chadderton, 
Royton,  and  Crompton  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(b)  Non-infectious  and  Accident  Cases. — Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  the  Town  Council  of  the  County  Borough  of  Oldham  for  a Motor 
Ambulance  Service,  available  day  and  night,  for  the  removal  of  cases  of 
accident  occurring  within  the  Failsworth  District,  and  also  of  patients  resid- 
ing in  the  District,  to  Hospitals,  Infirmaries,  and  Nursing  Homes,  etc. 
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6 -LABORATORY  WORK. 


U) 


By  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester  : — 

Positive  Negative 

Diphtheria 1 1 

Enteric  fever — 2 

Tuberculosis — 3 


Total 

2 

2 

3 


(2)  By  Tuberculosis  Officers  for  the  Area  : — 

Tuberculosis 20  50  70 


Diphtheria  anti-toxin  is  provided  by  the  Council,  free  of  charge,  for 
the  treatment  of  residents  in  Failsworth,  this  being  kept  at  the  Health 
Department,  Town  Hail,  and  at  the  residence  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

126,000  units  were  supplied  during  the  year. 

BYE-LAWS  AND  ADOPTIVE  ACTS  IN  FORCE 
IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


Bye-Laws. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Nuisances. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Hackney  Carriages. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Regulations. 


Acts. 

The  Baths  and  Wash-houses  Acts,  1846  to  1899.  , 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

An  Order  was  made  including  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1910. 
The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  III.  and  I V.  1 . 
The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Libraries  Acts,  1892  and  1893. 

The  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (Sections  15,  16,  17, 

18,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36,  37, 

38,  39,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  49,  50,  51,  52,  53,  54,  55, 

56,  57,  58,  59,  60,  62,  63,  64,  65,  68,  76,  77,  86,  and  95). 

Tables  referring  to  the  Vilal  Statistics  and  Infectious  Diseases  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendices  annexed  to  this  Report. 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BURROWS  BROWN. 
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7 — REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Dear  Sir, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  endec] 
31st  December,  1923,  for  your  information. 

In  looking'  over  the  table  showing  the  approximate  number  of  the 
various  conveniences  in  the  district,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  number 
of  privy  closets,  middens,  pail  closets,  and  ashpits  is  steadily  decreas- 
ing, whilst  the  number  of  fresh  water  closets  and  ashbin  method  of 
storing  house  refuse  has  considerably  increased. 

In  passing,  I should  also  like  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  drain- 
age of  94  premises  has  been  entirely  reconstructed  ; this  latter,  il 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  abolition  of  the  privies,  pails  and  ashpits 
mentioned  above,  means  that  the  air  and  ground,  both  above  and 
below  the  surface  in  connection  with  the  houses  where  these  altera- 
tions have  taken  place,  is  bound  to  be  sweeter  and  freer  from  pollution, 
whilst  the  house  flies,  not  having  the  feeding  and  breeding  grounds 
near  at  hand,  will  certainly  not  be  the  menace  to  health  they  would 
otherwise  have  been. 

With  the  exception  of  the  “ Lamb  Inn,”  Oldham  Road,  and  the 
“ Nelson  Tavern,”  Clayton  Bridge,  the  Public  Houses  and  Hotels  in 
the  district  have  been  provided  with  sufficient  and  suitable  sanitary 
accommodation,  including  new  urinals  where  required,  and  with  the 
necessary  flushing  arrangements. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  premises  visited  or  inspected  was 
1,660,  including  houses  where  infectious  diseases  were  notified, 
factories,  workshops,  slaughter-houses,  offensive  trades,  cowsheds, 
milkshops,  stables,  piggeries,  and  general  premises,  etc. 

Some  3,980  visits  or  inspections  w'ere  made. 


Informal  notices  served  186 

Statutory  notices  served  167 


THE  FOLLOWING  STATEMENT  SHOWS  THE  NATURE  AND  THE  AMOUNT 
OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

Nature  of  work  done.  No.  of  Cases 

Damp  premises 30 

Metal  ashbins  provided  in  lieu  of  defective  wood  boxes 54 

Wood  ashboxes  repaired 9 

Metal  ashbins  renewed  136 

Additional  ashbins  provided  in  lieu  of  ashpits,  etc. , abolished  79 

Choked  drains  or  water-closets  cleared  28 

Drains  amended  or  re-constructed 94 

Defective  sanitary  fittings  repaired  or  renewed 18 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  25 

Leaky  roofs  repaired  18 


IO 


Premises  with  gutters,  fallpipes,  etc.,  repaired  or  renewed  llf> 

Broken  vent  sh  ifts  repaired  or  renewed  2 

Yard  surfaces  repaired Iff 

Accumulations  or  deposits  of  manure,  animal  refuse,  etc. 

remedied 8 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 2 

Premises  where  floors  have  been  repaired  or  renewed  8 

Uncovered  privy  middens  abolished 2 

Covered  privy  middens  abolished  9 

Nuisances  from  keeping  of  animals,  etc.,  remedied  5 

Overcrowding  2 

Pail  closets  converted  to  fresh-water  closets  317 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  remedied 125 

Privy  closets  converted  to  fresh-water  closets  37 

Covered  ashpits  abolished  27 

Uncovered  ashpits  abolished  7 

Closets  taken  down  and  re-built 1 

Closet  structures  repaired  9 

Defective  W.C.  basins  replaced 5 

New  urinals  provided  at  public-houses  1 

Urinals  at  public-houses  where  water  has  been  laid  on 4 


Total  ...1194 

Smoke  Nuisances. — During  the  year  22  observations  have  been 
taken,  each  of  the  duration  of  30  minutes,  and  on  six  occasions  the 
time  limit  adopted  by  the  Council  in  February,  1908*  was  exceeded. 

Statutory  notices  were  served  on  three  of  the  offenders,  with 
beneficial  results  to  the  district,  the  others  being  cautioned. 

rile  time  limit  is  as  follows  : — Where  1 or  2 boilers  are  working, 
2 minutes  per  half-hour  ; where  3 boilers  are  working,  3 minutes  per 
half-hour  ; where  4 or  more  boilers  are  working,  4 minutes  per  half-hour. 

House  Chimney  Firing. — Three  cases  have  been  dealt  with  at  the 
Manchester  County  Police  Court  during  the  year,  two  of  the  defendants 
being  fined  5/-  each,  and  the  other  4/-. 

SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  year  317  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to  fresh 
water  closets  under  the  conversion  scheme.  One  pail  closet  has  been 
abolished  along  with  house  No.  149,  Oldham  Road. 

Thirty-seven  privy  closets  have  been  converted  to  fresh  water 
closets,  and  additional  water  closets  have  been  provided  as  follows: — 
1 at  the  end  of  Beresford  Street  (Contractor’s  Yard),  1 in  large  yard 
behind  22-42  H niton  Street,  2 at  the  Lecture  Hall,  Central  Stores,  and 
1 at  the  Bridge  Inn. 


The  following  table 
sanitary  conveniences  m 


shows  the  approximate  number  oi  the 
the  district  at  the  close  of  the  year  : 


various 


CLOSETS. 

Houses  and 
Shops 

Public 

Buildings 

Factories  8c 
Workshops 

TOTALS 

8 

8 

7« 

99 

345' 

189 

20 

2 

2 

82 

74 

* 1 79 

169 

383 

1 

4003 

Waste  water-closets  

190 

20 

3837 

171 

00 

O ; 

4482 

REFUSE  RECEPTACLES. 
Ce<;«;nnn1^  

2 

2 

Privy-middens  (covered)  ... 
,,  ,,  (uncovered).. 

45 

TO 

89 

17 

27!3 

666 

1 

45 !■  56 

11  j 

■ ![  lo7 
} 34,7 

,,  ,,  (uncovered)  ... 

Metal  ashbins  

1 

29 

4 

2 

Wood  Mshhnxes  

2 

i 

354° 

35 

7 

3582 

* Six  of  these  Pails  are  temporary,  viz.  : — 


New  Arterial  Road  3 

Roman  Road  Recreation  Ground  1 

Lodge  Farm  Caravans  '3 


FOOD. 

The  food  supply  generally  has  been  of  a wholesome  character. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  places  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored, 
or  exposed  for  sale  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  31  bakehouses  in  the  district,  including  one 
in  which  there  is  mechanical  power.  A number  of  these  are  really  part 
of  a dwelling-house.  All  of  these  were  visited  and  inspected  periodically, 
with  the  result  that  several  defects,  such  as  the  cleansing  of  the  premises 
and  slight  repairs,  were  found  and  remedied  by  verbal  notice. 

Milk  Supply. — The  milk  supply  is  derived  from  farms  in  this  and 
adjoining  districts. 

Six  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  County  Police,  who  are 
responsible  for  sampling  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  and  none  of 
these  were  found  to  be  adulterated. 

No  examinations  are  made  for  tubercle  in  milk  in  this  district. 

Dairy. — There  is  only  1 dairy  in  the  district — that  of  the  Failsworth 
Industrial  Co-operative  Society* — where  (a  full  refrigerating  plant  is 
installed,  and  the  milk  is  chilled  by  a patent  process. 
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Cowsheds. — There  are  22  cowsheds  at  12  premises,  and  the 
approximate  number  of  cows  kept  is  167.  Frequent  inspections  of 
the  cowsheds  have  been  responsible  for  a good  deal  of  improvement 
in  the  cleanliness  and  conditions  under  which  milk  is  produced,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  many  of  the  cowsheds  struc- 
turally, and  from  a lighting  and  ventilation  point  of  view. 

Milk  Shops. — There  are  9 of  these  premises  in  the  district,  which 
have  been  kept  well  under  observation.  The  milk  vessels  are  kept  clean, 
and  the  premises,  due  to  frequent  inspection,  are  kept  in  a cleanly 
condition. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  8 licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the 
district.  The  slaughter  houses  are  in  good  condition,  the  floors  and 
walls  being  well  constructed  and  in  a good  state  of  repair  and  cleanliness. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Police  Authorities. 
Superintendent  Yates  has  kindly  furnished  the  following  particulars 
and  results  obtained  of  samples  of  food,  etc.,  purchased  by  the  Inspectors 
within  this  district,  and  submitted  for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst  : — 


Number 

Taken. 

Nature  of  Article. 

Genuine  or 
Otherwise. 

2 

Pepper  

Genuine 

2 

Ginger  

do. 

I 

Coffee  

do. 

6 

Milk  

do. 

i 

Cocoa  

do. 

2 

Arrowroot  

do. 

I 

Mustard  

do. 

2 

Baking  Powder  

do. 

2 

Lard  

do. 

I 

Corn  P'lour  

do. 

2 

Butter  

do. 

2 

Cream  of  Tartar 

do. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  was 
254: — Scarlet  fc\er  78,  diphtheria  26,  erysipelas  6,  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum 3,  puerperal  fever  1,  malaria  2,  pneumonia  63,  enteric  fever  2, 
chicken-pox  71,  encephalitis  1,  cerebro  spinal  fever  1. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  last  year  was  318. 

The  cases  taken  to  hospital  were  30  scarlet  fever,  and  10  diphtheria. 

All  the  houses  where  cases  r.f  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
were  visited,  and  during  home  treatment  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion. The  instructions  given  appeared  to  be  carried  out,  and 
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no  case  of  exposure  was  found  Disinfection  of  premises  was  super- 
vised, and  when  walls  and  ceilings  are  dirty  or  paper  loose,  stripping  is 
required. 

Disinfectants  ^Izal  solution  and  soap)  are  distributed  to  those  homes 
where  Infectious  Diseases  has  been  notified.  131  houses  have  been 
disinfected  during  the  year  ; and  161  articles  of  clothing,  bedding,  &c., 
have  been  disinfected  by  the  steam  disinfector  belonging  to  the  Oldham 
Corporation. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  offensive  trades  in  the  district  consist  of  a tannery  and  two 
tripe  boiling  places. 

Many  complaints  were  received  during  the  early  part  of  the  year 
with  regard  to  the  effluvia  from  an  ebonite  works.  The  manufacture 
of  ebonite  has  not  been  declared  to  be  an  offensive  trade,  but  on  the 
matter  being  taken  up  energetically  by  the  Council,  the  steam  from 
the  boiling  pans,  which  was  the  cause  of  the  nuisance,  and 
which  was  loaded  with  a sickly  vapour  from  the  boiling  rubber, 
etc.,  was  properly  dealt  with  in  brick  condensing  chambers  hermetically 
sealed,  the  vapour  and  spent  steam  being  conducted  by  six  inch  pipes 
to  the  flue  behind  the  boiler  fire,  where  it  was  rendered  inocuous  and 
passed  up  the  mill  chimney.  Since  then  there  has  been  a great  im- 
provement in  the  air  surrounding  the  works. 

In  a works  of  this  description,  however,  when  even  the  best  prac- 
ticable means  have  been  adopted,  a certain  amount  of  odour  is  inevit- 
able, owing  to  the  opening  of  doors,  ventilators  and  windows. 

NIGHTSOIL  AND  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 


Table  shozuing  number  of  receptacles  emptied,  monthly. 


1923 

. , -r. 

! Ashpits 

Privy 

Middens 

Ashbins 

Loads 

I 

Pails 

Cess- 

pools 

Barrels 

1 

J anuary 

5 

394i 

i65 

1 275° 

264 

3 '9° 

1 

5° 

February  

4 

53 1 

*7 1 

12506 

24  >1 

2118 

1 

4 ll 

March  . 

4 

56' 

2 1 1 

1 2 5 59 

237! 

1 823 

1 

37 

April  

4 

459 

106 

11641 

2'5l 

1 56 1 

I 

29 

M ay  

- 

447 

l35 

■5973 

2=8 

1 100 

19 

1 une  

4 

90 

57 

1 1839 

i86| 

724 

1 

'4 

Julv  

4 

99 

4 1 

12834 

'95i 

62 1 

! U 

August  1 

r 

>5<S 

57 

i5632 

239i 

925 

1 

'7 

September  ... 

4 

52 

'9 

8336 

'4°j 

905 

1 

‘7 

October 

- 

1 08 

24 

'5853 

2 }6] 

900 

1 / 

November  ... 

4 

1 08 

27 

1 2464 

200i 

7 20 

... 

1 2 

December 

4 

83 

37 

•2585 

>93 

720 

1 

*4 

Totals  in  1923. 

52 

3090^ 

1050 

'54972 

26172 

15107 

10 

281  j 

Totals  in  1922.) 

5 2 

4246 

1571 

1 50566 

2825 

45347 

8 

7°3 

T4 


Hie  contents  of  the  ashpits,  privy  middens,  and  ashbins  were  dis- 
posed of  at  the  undermentioned  tips,  the  number  of  loads  being  as 
follows  : — 


Green  Lane 
Tip 

| Andrew’s, 
Hardman 
Fold  Farm 

Grimshaw 

Street 

Taylor’s, 

Morton  j 

Street 

Greaves’,  ad- 

j’ning  Brook- 

dale  Park 

Hasting’s, 

Jericho 

Farm 

Totals 

!923 

4>2 

29 

1976 

4- 

00 

O.) 

63I  24 

26172 

1922 

54^ 

2199^ 

81J 

43°i 

28  31 

2S25 

The  contents  of  the  pails  and  cesspools  were  passed  into  the  chute 
at  Shaw  Head  Farm,  Lord  Lane,  direct  into  the  sewer,  2814  barrels  being 
so  disposed  of. 

All  nightsoil  from  the  pail  closets  is  passed  down  the  chute. 

During  the  year  it  was  deemed  advisable>  to  employ  a man  on 
Grimshaw  Street  Tip  to  cover  all  waste  paper  and  litter,  to  prevent 
it  being  blown  about  the  neighbourhood  ; to  salvage  tins  and  old  iron, 
also  to  keep  rag-pickers  from  disturbing  and  taking  anything  away 
in  the  shape  of  dirty  rags,  etc. 

The  effect  of  this  man’s  work  on  the  tip  and  its  environs  is  that, 
since  he  commenced,  the  sale  of  tins  and  old  iron  has  averaged  10/- 
per  week,  whilst  the  aspect  of  the  tip  has  greatly  improved. 

The  elimination  of  the  tins,  in  addition  to  their  monetary  value, 
has'  also  helped  to  keep  the  tip  free  from  rats,  as  many  of  these!  tins 
contain  particles  of  food  which  are  an  incentive  for  the  rodents  to 
make  the  tip  their  habitat.  * 

The  cost  during  the  year  for  manual  and  team  labour  engaged 


on  refuse  removal  and  disposal  was  : — 

Ashbins  1080  1 1 7 

Ashpits  and  Middens 299  8 b 

Pails  and  Cesspools  151  0 ! 

Holiday  Pay 17  0 1 

Grimshaw  Street  lip 25  15  6 


The  decrease  in  wages,  See.,  dm  inn  the  year  was  as  follow:-  : - 

1923. 

Jan.  1st  Dec.  31st 

Team  labour  charges  per  hour  3/-  2/9 

Labourers’  wages  per  week  51/4  47/3 

Nightsoil  men’s  wages  pc  week  60/10  ..  56/- 

Including  bonus  of — Labourers  24/4  20/3 

Nightsoil  men  ...  28/10  . ...  24/- 

I am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

JAS.  A.  JAMES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


REPORT  OF  THE  HEALTH  VISITOR. 

Notificaton  of  births  received  during  the  year  'Ji;d 

Number  of  births  not  notified  b 

Number  of  new  cases  visited  (infants)  -■>- 

Number  of  subsequent  visits  (infants)  1938 

Number  of  visits  to  children  between  1 and  5 years  1880 

Number  of  visits  to  expectant  mothers  lo 

Number  of  children  fed  on  breast  milk  only  ‘338 

,,  ,,  ,,  and  other  substitutes  ..  14 


Included  in  the  above  are  the  following  : — 

Number  of  children  died  before  visiting  day  6 

,,  ,,  stillborn  7 

,,  ,,  premature  stillborn  children  4 

Number  of  times  Welfare  Centre  was  open  52 

Number  of  attendances  0731 

Average  attendance 12b 


It  will  be  observed  that  a large  number  of  children  are  breast-fed, 
which  is  very  satisfactory,  as  this  is  undoubtedly  the  best  and  cheapest 
food  for  the  baby. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified.  The  County 
Authorities,  being  responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Midwives 
Act,  are  notified  of  each  case. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Three  cases  were  notified  and  visited  by 
me,  the  number  of  visits  paid  being  21.  These  were  also  reported  to  the 
County  Authorities.  None  of  the  cases  show  signs  of  injury  and  all 
have  fully  recovered. 


8.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

(1)  G.  BURROWS  BROWN,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

(part  time)  and  Medical  Attendant  to  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

(2)  JAMES  A.  JAMES,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Cert,  of  Meat  and  other  Foods, 

R. S.I.,  Diploma  San.  Insp.  Assn.  Exam.  Board  (whole  time). 

(3)  Mrs.  E.  ANDERTON,  Cert.  C.M.B.,  Health  Visitor  and  Nurse  to 

Child  Welfare  Centre  (whole  time). 


(4)  A.  W.  JAMES,  Clerk  in  Health  Department  (whole  time). 
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9.—  HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  thf.  year  : — 

a Total Nil 

b As  part  of  a Municipal  Housing  Scheme  Nil 

1.  — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. 

(i.)  Inspection. 

1.  Total  Number  of  Houses  Inspected  for  Housing  Defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  339 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  Inspected  and 

Recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  Nil 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  Nil 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to1  under  the  preceding  sub-section)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 152 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  12 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

a Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit — 

(a)  Hy  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  OAvners  Nil 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  Nil 

b Proceedings  under  Public  Health  A.cts. 

1.  Number  ol  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  140 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied — - 

(a)  By  Owners  133 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners Nil 
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c Proceedings  under  Section  17  and  18  of  the  Mousing,  Town 
Planning  Act,  19U9. 


1.  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the 

making  of  Closing  Orders Nil 

2.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil 

3.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling- 
houses  having  been  tendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

5.  Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  Nil 


APPENDICES. 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during’  1923  and  previous  Years. 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres  (land  and  inland  water)  ...  1,072 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  at  census  of  1921 16,973 

t For  Birth  Rate.  * For  Death  Rate. 


TABLE  II 


Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1923. 
Compiled  from  Local  Returns. 


Nktt  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
Residents,  whether  occurring  within 
or  without  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 
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(Certified  

All  causes  j Uncertified  

199 

29 

3 

5 

8 

'4 

8 

18 

56 

2 

6l 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

Small-pox  

Measles  

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whoopine-  Cough 

I 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

6 

j 

3 

Influenza 

5 

1 

1 

3 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis(PulmonaryTuberculosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

23 

2 

22 

1 

I 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

2 

Rheumatic  Fever  

Meningitis  

2 

Organic  Heart  Disease  

‘9 

... 

7 

7 

s 

Bronchitis  

... 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

20 

4 

I 

* 

3 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 
Organs  

v> 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  

3 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

j 

1 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Alcoholism  

Nephritis  and  Bright's  Disease... 
Puerperal  Fever 

8 

I 

... 

5 , 

1 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 
Congenital  Debility  and  Mal- 
formation,including  Premature 

Birth  

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

16 

16 

Suicide 

... 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

54 

4 

4 ' 

27 

Totals 

208 

72 

C 

8 

16 

8 

18 ! 

5s 

6t 

O 

22 


TABLE  III. 

R EG  I ST R A R-GE N E R A L'S  TABLE. 


Causes  of  Death , / 92 j 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  causes 

1 06 

102 

Enteric  Fever  

Small-pox 

Measles  

I 

Scarlet  F'ever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

3 

3 

Influenza  

4 

8 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

1 2 

1 1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  

1 2 

10 

Rheumatic  Fever  

2 

2 

Diabetes  

4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

2 

6 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

9 

6 

Arterio-sclerosis  

6 

4 

! Bronchitis  

6 

1 1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

10 

8 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c  (under  2 years) 

2 

2 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  

I 

... 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritic  

2 

6 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Parturition 

Congenital  Debility,  &c.  

10 

5 

Suicide  ...  

I 

Other  Deaths  from  Violence  

2 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

0 

1 2 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  above) 

Poliomyelitis  

Polioencephalitis  

Total  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 

2 1 

1 1 

Illegitimate  

2 

Total  Births 

l63 

138 

Legitimate  

•57 

128 

Illegitimate  

6 

10 

Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths)  ...  17,280. 


TABLE  IV 


Infant  Mortality  during-  the  Year  1923. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 
of  Age.  Compiled  from  Local  Returns. 
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> - 

-t-  c 
3 

6 Mor 

I under  < 

9 Moi 

under  1 

Total 

under 

All  ( Certified  

q 

2 

I 

4 

i ,6 

c; 

i . 

4 

3 

29 

3 

causes  j Uncertified  

1 

I 

2 

... 

1 

Small-pox 

i 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

] Scarlet  Fever 

1 Whooping-  Cough 

' Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Erysipelas 

i • • * 

1 

■ 

1 

( Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

-{  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

[Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  

... 

i 

... 

1 

... 

1 

2 

2 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

t 

Influenza  

f Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

1 

. 

2 

... 

4 

\ Diarrhoea  

I 

Enteritis 

Gastritis  

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Suffocation,  overlying  

Injury  at  Birth  

Atelectasis 

...  I 

... 

i [Congenital  Malformations... 

I 

I Premature  Birth  

7 

1 

I 

1 

i 

IO 

2 

1 Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
v Marasmus... 

Other  Causes  

2 

... 

4 

Totals 

3 

I 

18 

5 

3- 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  285  ; illegitimate,  16. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of— legitimate  infants,  30  ; illegitimate  infants,  2. 
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TABLE  V. 


Causes  oj,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1923 
Of  Residents  who  Died  outside  the  District. 


Causes  of  Death 

Nutt  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  op  Residents, 

OCCURRING  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

I 

All 

ages 

Under 

1 year 

1 and 
under 

2 

2 and 
under 

5 

6 and 
under 
16 

15  and 
under 
25 

25  and 
under 
45 

I 

46  and 
under 
65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

, ,,  ( Certified 

58 

... 

5 

3 

4 

5 

3 

9 

14 

15 

All  causes  < TT  , 

1 uncertified 

Enteric  Fever  

Small-pox  

Measles  

I 

I 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  and  Croup  

Influenza  

2 

1 

I 

... 

1 

Erysipelas  

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 
OtherTuberculous  diseases. 

7 

I 

1 

2 

3 

Cancer,  malignant  disease. . . 
Rheumatic  Fever  

7 

3 

4 

Meningitis  

Organic  Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis  

2 

5 

8 

1 

2 

1 

... 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

Other  diseases  of 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Respiratory  Organs.. 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

I 

I 

I 

1 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  .. 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

1 

I 

...  | 

Alcoholism  

Nephritis  & Bright’s  Disease 

Puerperal  Fever  

Other  Accidents  and  diseases 

2 

1 

1 

of  Pregnancy  and  Partu- 

rition  

Congenital  Debility  and 

Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth  

1 

1 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

Suicide 

Suicide 

3 

2 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

Diseases  ill-defined 

16 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

7 

or  unknown. . . 

... 

Totals 

58 

5 

3 

4 

5 

3 

9 

14 

*5 

• 

